[An epidemiological study of tuberculosis in the former coal-mining area of Chikuho. I. An analysis of newly registered tuberculosis patients in Iizuka Health Center District].
To clarify risk factors and groups at high risk of tuberculosis, a study on tuberculosis was conducted in the former coalmining area of Chikuho, where the death rate from tuberculosis was high. The authors analysed 701 newly registered tuberculosis patients during the 5 years from 1982 through 1986 in Iizuka Health Center District in the Chikuho area, studied the geographical distribution of tuberculosis incidence in Fukuoka Prefecture, and compared the trends of tuberculosis incidence in Iizuka Health Center District, all Japan and Fukuoka Prefecture. The results were as follows: 1) The incidence of tuberculosis in Iizuka Health Center District was higher than those both in all Japan and in Fukuoka Prefecture. The incidence in Iizuka Health Center District has not decreased since 1981. Therefore, the difference in tuberculosis incidence between Iizuka Health Center District, and all Japan and Fukuoka Prefecture has gradually become greater. The incidence of tuberculosis in 1986 was 81.6 (per 100,000) in Iizuka Health Center District, 58.1 in Fukuoka Prefecture, 46.6 in all Japan. 2) A specific pattern was observed in the geographical distribution of tuberculosis incidence in Fukuoka Prefecture. A high incidence was concentrated in the former coalmining area of Chikuho. 3) The positive rate of tubercle bacilli (38.8%) was the same as that in all Japan. However, the positive rate was higher in age groups 10-49 than that in all Japan. 4) A total of 83.5% of tuberculosis cases were detected when visiting doctors, mainly with complaints of cough, fever and sputum. Only 6.9% of the patients were detected by screening examinations.(ABSTRACT TRUNCATED AT 250 WORDS)